


water each day. He. focuses his diet on-
fresh vegetables /hkc bmm::oh and
asparagus lightly Sautf:ﬁ:d Wltl‘l ‘garhc,.
and: on fresh fruit; but he. is quick:to
- advise,“Use cxtra-virgin' ‘olive oil and lots ™
of garlic and you won't havc Wl‘ll’lleS in
your face” TP
He shuns pmccssed foods and warns
others to avoid processed white bread,
which he calls “sponge bread,” choosmg
Wty hard crusted bread’ msmad !
" “He eats ‘very' little: ‘theat” says -
Musilizmi; “and its: ‘only produce and’
foods lie cooks himself” He'trins' thc fat
off 6f any mi¢at he' docs consume.’

Aﬁ?ﬁe.i”ii:ﬂnf ..drez‘zm"" oy

shared his name, Anthony‘ Thomas
Martordna, Wheh Martofan, was born
ol Getodbet 20; 1900 his famﬂy Tived in '
a ‘small house "but “his' “father, a” stofié’
mason in'a quairy, was in'the’ process of
building 4 larger one’ to accorﬁ "odatc
the growing family. e e
‘Martorana was the last of his famﬂy
to Jeave Italy, arriving in Amem:a at Ellis*
Island on _]uly 4, 1920. Bccausc of the .
hohday, hc was not all f the ; '_ ‘
until the next day Asa result, he g0t to
see the Independence rewo
New York Harbor “For those of us on_ hc
ship, it fclt hke A Wclcom
54YyS. S
In Italy, he became a Weil known cus~
tom taﬂor, makmg su‘ s' from scratc
Once he amved m Amcnca he mov i
first to Detront before settlmg in
Clncago wh ere he owned hlS own shop
for 50 years. Once he gave up his store,
he worked as a custom tailor out of his
home for 17 years, To ihis, dla) hig proud-

est accomphshmcnt‘ remains thc fac:t

that he iearned a tradc:
busmess ',
Martorana also 1s p
Amcncan c1t12cnsh1p, somcthmg hcs
" pever taken hghtly He became a natu—
rahzcd c1tlzen in 1927 S :

Tony M-artofaﬂei- was
the last of his family
to leave Italy, arrwmg

- "_cymcal

daugh 1, Jos'ephme “Jo Halls,“He
whiz at, math * though shé says “He i
n't like: schoo v

Once a card~gamc aﬂc;onado hc gavc

?(calicd Conme or Bess), whi]c attendmgg
\'a wcddmg on the South Side. Before
. Connie’s.-death, 22 ‘years. ago, he was:
" known {o supervise her cookitig. ‘It

__Looking ‘back - ';;'1t his, hfe, ‘hc wouldn’t
.. change a thing.

4 woman 10 years his ;umor He met his
wife ofinearly 44 ycars, Constange

took her six months to learn tg\;:pok .
rlght Martorana says. ' )

THiE - foust daughtc:rs are scattered"”
“around” the’ country; ‘but’‘reémain vcry
close’ to him 4hd to ‘edch’ othcr Dot
Aumiahh 64, is a secrctary in* Golden, -

Colo Park Rjdg_c: res1clcnt Halls 62 is a

resourch €s, whllc thc youngt:st 'Tonl :

" Hérnandez, 52, i 4" beaunman in“F
© Worth, Texas All four ate’ crcatlvc and"

shdrc thcxr father s lovc of scwmg

Tl

The' daughters most remembcr thcr"

- faniily gathcrmgs cépecialiy weddmgs"“

and trips to ‘the’ beach: Since neither

' Martorana nor his' w1fe could swim ancl .

a distant’ relanve had drowned in Take
Mlchlgan it 'was very 1mportant to thc"‘:
: couple that’ thmr daughtcrs learn to';
sw:m .

“éywe would go to Gages Lake or Lake™

Zunch and 'start by wading Halls says.

“Thcy wanted to make sure, we knew

. how to swim” Halls adds, "Sometimes,

* before air -conditioning when it was hot .
" outside; tny: father: Would sIecp on the' -
‘beach” ... -

She recalls “Hc also ms1sted that We“ -

have,spaghetti :and.;meatballs at :the
beach. My poor mother would make the
sauce with meatballs ahead of tinie and’
my father would bring a portable stove

_s0 she could heat it and boil the water.

Wé'd also have corn and watermelon?
Martorana rcadlly admits that he is

- very part:cular “When we went looking

at homes my w1ff: wanted the fourth
housc we saw. i fell in, lovc with .mothf:r
‘ one and thats thc one we bought, " he
 says.

Accofdmg to his daughter, Martorana
has" alwiys been . especially conscien-
tious about his | xt:zensmp “He has

; Ha]js notes: that her father 3150_13 v f:ry
cspemally about L doi




