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Happy Spring! 

As I sit to write this newsletter, we have b~1J epj,yini.eouple of weeks that have 
really felt like spring - sunny and warm, weD, relativetyl'speaking. The windows are 
open (although Barry tends to eomplain that it is still too cold for that) and I am 
enjoying the cold air in the house. I figure I had better take advantage of the fresh 
air and sunshine this afternoon because the weatherman was telling me that we are 
under a winter storm warning for tomorrow with .eight. inehes of snow expected. I 
hope the weather man is wrong because I ,am enjoying planning my garden and 
yard work. On the ~ther hand, the snowfall tomorrow would bring me one snowfall 
~loser to spring. I saw a robin this morning and that means three snowfalls before 
winter is over. I guess I should look forward to snow tomorrow as then there are 
only two left before I e8n really get out in the gardeD! But I am enjoying the warmth 
DOW and don't aetoaBy want to have another three snowfalls before it stieks around 
fora while. 
The only sad thing about spring coming is the ·'wmdiDg dowD of our square dance 
season. 

The square dance season has been a fun one for UI this year • we have enjoyed our 
term. as presidents of MCASD and hope that the daneen feel we have done a good 
job representing them. We have enjoyed the'~'eUows~ of the MCASD Board 
meetings, the MCASD dances and aU the club daDees we have been to - both for the 
dancing and for the socializing. i 

We would like to remind all the dancers in MCASD to sign up for the Illinois
 
Square and Round Dance Convention this summer. It will be the 2Stll such
 
convention in IUinois, and a big party is planned. We have had the eonventioD in
 
our backyard for tbe last three years in DeKialb:Nuw it is time for us to venture a
 

. bit further and explore the great state of Illinois, daneing in Lincoln. It is only three
 
houn or so away and there are plenty of sights to~ whUe in the area. It is only a
 
half hour from Springfield, the capital of our greSt state and the home of the new
 
Lineoln Museum. We have heard wonderful things about the Lineoln Museum and
 
are looking fonvard to making a stop there. If you are ambitious, you ean hike the
 
trall that Lineola walked from his home to work. We have done that in our younger
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days so I don't know ifwe are going to make that twenty mUe hike or save our feet 
for dancing. We'D see what the weather brings and how ambitious we are after we 
dance. Let's support the Illinois Square and Round Dance Convention which helps 
to support our insurance costs! This is the b~~. of both worlds - you get to have a 
great time dancing with friends and support your elubs at .~he same time 

We're looking forward to seeing you in a square. I'~ J .' 

Barry and Anita Johnson 
President, MCASD 

VICE PRESIDENTS REPORT 

No, report. 

NEW IRS FILING REQUIREMENTS 

See Attached Color Sheet tor Instructions 

GREAT PUMPKIN BALL 

MARK YOUR CALENDARS NOW!! 

The 2008 Great Pumpkin Ball will be held at Trinity Lutheran Church in Roselle 
on October 19, 2008. We plan to have the usual halls for rounds, plus level squares 
and advanced /DBD. We also plan to have h~t dop aDd s~~ again this year. 

As we plan for the dance, we are seeking a fUD loving, energetic couple or individual 
who would like to try their hand at organizing a fun danee for the Chieagoland 
area. You don't have to be a current member of the MCASD Board to voluDteer 
your time and talent for this opportunity. The Board and member elubs will provide 
aay assistance that you need to make the danee a sueeess. 

Come lend your creative juices to come up witli .,ua:rdled afternoon oldaBeing for 
·your friends and feUow dancers~· We will provide you With advice and assistanee. 

~ -,'1· 

If you are iJtterested in chairing the Great Pumpkin BaD, give us a eall at 847-854­
2623 or drop us an e-mail at anitaio@)earthlink.net or talk to any of the eurrent 
Board members. We are always lookiDg for "new blood" and I don't mean that like 
8 vampire would, even if this will be the HaUoween season! 
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Thanks for considering the opportunity to have a hand in providing a great party 
for Chicago area daneers. 

See you in a square! 
Barry and Anita Johnson 

, '#J"' 

SWEETHEART DANCE 

The 2008 Sweetheart Dance was held on February 17th
, 2008 at a new 

loeation .. Downen Grove South IDgh Sehool•. Th~ week leading up to the danee was 
a bit nerve wraeking for us as Chairmen as the·w,a.,hei-man was foreeasting a 
winter storm on that date. We got inereasingly De~ou~·.as ~he day came closer, but 
the winter storm didn't materialize. Sure, we _a4,'p~l~PRf, rainy day ~ut the snow 
and ice went elsewhere so we were able to get outaad.enjoy the dance. 

The eaUen ofSolid Gold did an excellent job of providing a fUD dance for all. 
Natalie Sprosty also did an excellent job of e.uertaibing the round dancers and aU 
the onlookers with her cuing. 

Square and Circulate showed up with their ~ares:l.doffered aU the dancers an 
opportunity to check out the latest square dance fashions at fantastic sale prices. 
The dancers enjoyed the shopping opportunity along with the dancing. 

The location worked out very well with two dance haUs. next door to each other, 
room for the vendor IN one of the dance halls, eating right outside the dance haUs. It 
was a eentralloeatioD just off the expressways, wiieft made it easy for a great 
umbers of daneen to :lind. 

We had a hall for new dancers again this year. The new dancer haD was well staffed 
with loeal eallen volunteering their time and talent to provide a chance for our new 
dancers to experience a "special" danee. The h.n~.. we~tteDdedby new daneen 
and angels alike. At times there were six squares up dancing, whieh was wonderful 
to see. 

As the chairmen for the Sweetheart Dance this year, we would like to thank the 
MCASD Board and member elubs who helped to make the danee a success. We 
would Uke to thank the caners and cuer for providing a great dance for everyone, 
the vendor for bringing their wares for our shoppiDg.f)leasure, and most 
importantly the dancers, as there would be DO dan~ without them. 

We hope everyone had as good a time as we did! W~appreciate everyone braving 
the rainy weather to come out and enjoy the d~ce with us. 

See you in a sqnare!
 
Barry & Anita Johnson - Chairman
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SCISDA REPORT 

The SCISDA Board of direetors met at Lincoln Christian College in Lincoln, IL site 
of the 25th Annual Convention in 2008. Everyone seemed impressed with the college 
facilities, and believe it will be a wonderful place for the C;oDvention. REGISTER 
NOW! Newly completed dorm rooms will be available as housing in July, plus there 
are hotels and motels within a reasoDable drive to tbe:"ehooL 
Possible sites for future conventions are also being explored, with some interestiBg 
possibilities. Keep tuned. l'yoB are Dot yet a subseriber~to Touch A Quarter, sign 
up to get the latest news on square dances in ~h~ ,stat~ Contact Gail Dietz. 

John and Barb O'Connell 
SCISDA Directors 

" 1.i,.J.~ 

2001 ILLINOIS STATE CONVENTION IttPORT'· .. 
• 

25 IS GREAT • COME CELEBRATE IN 2008 is the theme for the 25th 

annual Illinois Square And Round Dance CObventioD. Dates are July 25t1a thru July 
27th

, 2008. Location is Lineoln Christian CoHege in Lineoln Illinois. Square and 
Round Dancing, Line and Contra Dancing, ~d lots and lots of fun. Register DOW. 

Featured eaner will be Tom Miller. ., 

Bob Schwartz. 
2008 General Chairman 

ITEMS OF INTEREST 

CALLERLAB Press Release 

Plus Emphasis Can -ALL 8 SPIN THE TOP 

Advanced Emphasis Call- ANY HAND CONCEPT · 

DATES TO KEEP IN MIND 

July 25-27, 2008- SCISDA STATE CONVENTION - Lineoln, IL 

August 16,2008 - Illinois State Fair, Springfield, B:r-~ 

September 2, 2008 - Flyers due for September GeD.~' Meeting 

September 21, 2008 - General Meeting 
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October 19,2008 - Great Pumpkin Ball-Monster Bash-l:30 - 5:30 Trinity Lutheran 
Church, Rosene, IL 

November 7, 2008 - Deadline for submitting Flyen for the Deeember General 
Meeting ."'. 

Deeember 7, 2008 - General Meeting (Bring Toys For Tots) 

February 15,2009 - Sweetheart Dance - 2:00· 5:00- TENTATIVE DATE and 
TENTATIVE SITE - Downen Grove B.S. South.•." 

Mareh 30, 2009 - Deadline for submitting F1yen«~r~~ April!9, 2009 General 
Meeting . . ..... ~ \. . 

,0 •. 

April 19, 2009 - General Meeting . ."1" ~.....' .'.,,~~: • . 

REMINDER: 

Mailing Flyers to us is usually cheaper-and quicker than hand delivery or 
trying to find someone to bring them to us. The regular United States Post omce 
bas FREE envelopes and boxes that will aee~mmod.teyour Flyers nieely. 

CLUBS SHOULD SUBMIT FLYERS USING TWS FORMULA: 
STAPLED - 24 packs of 10 (or fewer) fO~'eaeh of the clubs 
LOOSE - 65 individual sheets for Club Presidents and Executive 

Board Members 

' ...., ... 'y 

TO BE INCLUDED IN THE PACKETS ­
ALL FLYERS MUST BE 8.5 X 11 INCHES IN SIZE.
 

Submit your Oyen early~ possible 
. ,,,...' 4.......-...
 

-. . 
elearlnghouselNewsnotes EditorsJ. and Vi Bailey 
9636 S. Kilbourn 
Oak Lawn, IL 60453-3210 

7tJ8:636-7546 

J'JE.~T 

NEW E-MAIL ADDRESS jaybee9636@att.eem­

-."
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New IRS Filing Requlrementa 

J .... ...... 'fI'~' : ...~'\. ~ . ...---..-------...--­---------------.
Each charitable or non-profit organization that doesn't normally file a tax retum 
(that's probably every club) must file one of these "ePostcards" 

When can we file? 
----_ ----­----- -----....-­
Each organization must file within 4 1/2 months .of the end of their fiscal year, for 
years ending December 31st, 2007 or later. For most clubs, their fiscal year will 
either end December 31st or sometime in the summer. 

However, the date that really counts is what the IRS thinks is the end of each 
club's fiscal year. For clubs that are members of MeASD, this gets a little funny: 
Within the IRS records, we're set up as a group.(MCASD) and a bunch of 
subsidiaries (the clubs). Each organization (MCASD and each of the clUbs) do 
indeed have a separate EINs. However, the IRS apparently keeps only one 
fiscal ending date on record for -all- of the group members: that means that (in 
the mind of the IRS), ALL of our clubs have a year ending July 31st. In other 
words, the IRS won't let any MeASe member file before August 1st, 2008. 
CtNe've actually tried itl) . .. . ·~ 

What's needed to file? 
================= 
You'll need your club's Employer Identification Number (EIN - also known as a 
Tax Identification Number (TIN)), an email address, and. a mailing address. If 
you don't know your EIN, you can get it fro~! MCASD's treasurer, Linda Marron. 

. As time goes on, we'll prepare a"more detailed tist of instructions on how to do 
this filing. No action on your part is necessary u~l...U1is fall: We'll all need to file 
our ePostcards between August 1st and December 15th this year. 


